26-4                        FLIGHT OF LOCUSTS
even the little venomous musquito, I had not then dared tc retain my position to watch with eager eyes the progress of this-insect family as they advanced, spreading for miles on every side with something approaching the sublime, and presenting a most imposing spectacle. So steady and orderly was their pace, having neither confusion nor disorder in their line of march through the air, that I could not help comparing them to the well-trained horses of the English cavalry.1 c Who gave them this order in their flight?' was in my heart; and on my tongue.
1  think the main body of this army of locusts must have occupied thirty minutes in passing over my head, but my attention was too deeply engrossed to afford me time to consult my time-piece.    Stragglers there were many, separated from the flight by the noises made by the servants and people to deter them from settling ;   some were caught, and, no doubt, converted into currie for a Mussulmaun\s meal. They say it is no common delicacy, and is ranked among the allowed animal food.
The Natives anticipate earthquakes after the visitation or appearance of locusts. They are said to generate in mountains, but I cannot find any one here able to give me an authentic account of their natural history.
On the 18th of September, 1825, another flight of these wonderful insects passed over my house in exactly a contrary direction from those which appeared in July, vix. from the West towards the East. The idea struck me that they might be the same swarm, returning after fulfilling the object of their visit to the West: but I have no authority on which to ground ' my supposition. The Natives have never made natural history even an amusement, much less a study, although their habits are purely those of Nature ; they know the property of most herbs, roots, and flowers, which they cultivate, not for their beauty, but for the benefit they render to man and beast.2
* An esteemed friend has since referred me to the second chapter of the prophet Joel, part of the seventh and eighth verses, as a better comparison. [Author.']
2  The variety of locust seen in India is acridium peregrinum, which is said to range throughout the arid region from Algeria to N. W. India. They have extended as far south as the Kistna District of Madras (Watt, Economic Dictionary, VI, part i, 154).